AMERICANS  ALL

"River/' where historic neighbouring estates slope
down to the lordly Hudson. They never marry across
the river, hut what's interesting as a part of the picture
Fd like to paint in this book is that they frequently
marry across the ocean!

Vincent Astor's sister was married to Prince Serge
Obolensky, and is now Mrs Raimund von Hofmanns-
thai; Ashley Chanler, great-grandson of John Jacob
Astor and nephew of the late famous " Sheriff Bob "
Chanler, who married Lina Cavalieri, is married to a
Braganza princess; a daughter of the Dows-Olin clan,
kin to all the Livingstons and cousin to most of the
other " River " families, is married to a Swedish diplo-
mat named Knut Thyberg; and Honoria Livingston,
tall, lovely sister of that present Janet Livingston, who
is namesake of the one who danced with George Wash-
ington and Lafayette, is married to an even taller Irish-
man named McVittie whose Gaelic brogue makes him
more " foreign " so far as accent goes than any of the
titled Muscovites or sledded Polacks.

So that if Dutchess County is as characteristically an
American countryside as we brag and believe it to be it
would seem a fair deduction, from particular to general,
that the American Melting Pot not only still boils mer-
rily and makes a good goulash, but that its culinary
synthesis is not confined to tenement houses and mobs
which came over in the steerage.

But I continued to wonder whether Rhinebeck really
was characteristic. Here in Dutchess County, both his-
torically and in post-War feet to<lay, we are definitely
an amiable conglomerate. We are conglomerate among
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